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Assistant Minister’s Report to the Congregation 
September 2018 

Greeting! I am excited to announce that with the support and encouragement of Rev Roger and Pres Margaret, I have decided to take a 3- month sabbatical starting in January.   I will preach on December 30, lead the New Year’s labyrinth event and the 1st and be gone effectively on January 2.   I am grateful for this opportunity to refresh restore after (what will be) five and half years serving as your assistant minister. 

Here are some highlights of activities in areas where I have the lead. 


Membership 
In my last report I mentioned that Judy Lane has been working with Krystal and me to create a hard copy directory to be available for a small contribution ($2).  Our beautiful new directory should be available soon.   This will fill a need.  However, the directory is now out of date because we have had about five new members in the past month!     

Small Group Ministries 
We launch year 5 of the Spiritual deepening circles next month with 66 participants and 12 facilitators.   We tell people that October is the month to decide if the circles are for them, so I expect some attrition to bring each circle down to about 10-12 including facilitators.  I tried to start a circle in Folsom, but we didn’t get enough interest to make it work.   However, Bob Shebesta is planning on starting a new ministry circle in Folsom in the next few months. I met with all the ministry circle facilitators for a check-in about their groups and to help Bob get started. We had another ministry circle start earlier this year.   With Bob group we will have five ministry circles, six spiritual deepening circles, a men’s group and a women’s’ group.  Small group ministries are alive and well at UUSS. These small groups are critical for a church of our size to help people get to connected.  

Social Justice 
We continue to be very active in our social justice work. One of our most vital committees is Interfaith Earth Justice which is affiliated with our local PICO group, and based at UUSS.   They have decided to focus their attention in the West Arden Arcade area, and are planning a getting to know our neighbors and voter outreach canvass on October 20th.  This is a great opportunity for our congregation to be involved with issues affecting our immediate neighborhood. Please read the October Unigram for more information.  I hope you can join them.   



Worship 
We welcomed three new members of our Religious Services Committee this past month, all of which are new members with the last two years: Jed Shapiro, Frances Myers, and Jenn Richard. The committee is planning a retreat in the next few months.   We have a great group of worship associates and these new folks will add a lot to our team.  
Roger and I will be working with the family ministry team to include more children and youth in the all-age services.  


Property and Administration 
Glory Wicklund does a great job leading the Administrative and Property Management Committee.  We have recently created a new landscape team who are leading the effort to improve the plantings and upgrade our irrigation system.   Take a look at the new plants on the west side of the RE building.   Rental activity is increasing and we have some great repeater customers including the Sacramento Bee, SMUD and Sac State.  Now we just need a patio cover!  


Yours in service, 

Rev Lucy 
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