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The Loyal Dog and the Loyal King  A Hindu Story written by Ralph Roberts
This is a story about a king who ruled over his kingdom for many years and protected the people well.  And after years of battles the king decided it was time for him to let someone else rule his kingdom.  He would make the long journey to the land of the immortals, the land where people live forever.  It would be a long, long journey.  But he was ready to go.  He wanted to go by himself but his wife and his brothers insisted that they go along because they loved him so much.
Now before long the band of travelers realized that they were being followed. Their traveling companion was a dog.  Now this king and his family lived long ago in different land.  They believed that dogs spread diseases which could make people very sick.  They also believed that dogs were unholy.  That if you touched a dog you would have to be cleansed before you could speak to the gods again.  So they kept their distance from the dog.

It was such a long journey and they were getting lonely.  There were no people to be found.  And the further they went the fewer animals they saw.  They started to like having the dog follow them because he was company.  They still didn’t touch him for fear that they would get a disease or become unholy, but they left extra food for the dog every morning before they continued their journey.

Both his brothers and his wife died along the way.  The king was so sad.  He wasn’t sure if he could go on.  But he couldn’t go back.  Going forward seemed the only thing to do.  So he and the dog journeyed on to the land of the immortals. Then when the king thought he too would die before reaching the land of the immortals there was a flash of light.

It was Indra the god of a thousand eyes, the god of all gods.  Indra said to the king “Welcome good king.  You have traveled far and lived a good life.  Come and enter the land of the immortals and live in happiness forever.  Your family has gone before you.”

The king was overjoyed.  He would see his wife and brothers again.  He was about to follow Indra but then he thought about the dog.  The king said “Lord Indra, I can not enjoy your kingdom without this Dog who has faithfully followed me all this way, and kept me company when I was lonely, and comforted me when I was sad.”

But Indra said, “King you know this can not be.  Dogs are unholy.  Even if I let it in with you the moment you touched it you too would be unholy and I would have to cast you out of my Kingdom.”

But the king stood his ground and told Indra that he would be faithful to this Dog even if it meant he could never enter the land of the immortals.  The king bent down to pet the dog, turning to leave.  At that there was another flash of light.

The dog turned into Dharma, the god of justice.  The king couldn’t believe his eyes.  Dharma, the God of justice was even more powerful than Indra.  Dharma said to the king, “You have been a good friend and chose compassion, love, and kindness, over the rewards of heaven.  Truly you deserve reward.  Enter the land of the immortals and live forever.”

Wondering Questions for your child:
I wonder if you have ever seen or heard any of this before?

I wonder which part of this story is the most important?

I wonder which part you like the best?

I wonder where you might be in this story?

I wonder if there is a part of the story that we could leave out and still have a story?

I wonder if there is a land of the immortals where no one dies?

I wonder if the land of the immortals is a place?

I wonder how it felt to make this long trip?

I wonder why a dog can’t enter the land of the immortals?
I wonder if this lesson reminds you of any of our Unitarian Universalist Promises?

I wonder where the Spirit of Love and Mystery might be in this story?
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